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Abstract

This study entitled “The Collection of Patterns of Lanna Pottery (Vases) and the
Preservation of Local Wisdoms and Craftsmanship” is a qualitative research work under the Royal
Project for Plant Genetic Conservation initiated by Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn, aiming of collection and survey on the patterns of Lanna pottery (flower vases) that are
art and craft works from eight upper northern provinces of Thailand during the Modern Lanna Era
(late 24th-25th Buddhist centuries (around 1880’s to present). The objectives of the study are to
create a database of this intellectual heritage, to prevent its loss, and to promote value addition
based on the creative economy concept.

The study examined 72 patterns of Lanna flower vases from eight upper northern
provinces of Thailand. It revealed that these artifacts were created for holding flowers in
ceremonies from Buddhist and animist beliefs. Works from each area had their own unique
characteristics reflecting the influence of local culture and traditions, as well as evolutionary
changes in patterns and functions over time. Field surveys revealed clear geographical differences,
with flower vases prevalent in western Lanna (Mae Hong Son, Chiang Mai, Lamphun and
Lampang Provinces) influenced by Burmese and Shan cultures. Meanwhile those found in Eastern
Lanna (Nan, Phrae, Chiang Rai and Phayao Provinces), which were very few, were created with
Tai Yai pottery artisans process, reflecting distinctive and highly complex craftsmanship. Their
unique techniques include attaching pointed clay beads, stamping patterns with molds, adding
sharp lines, proliferating the base of a work to add delicacy, and decorating the work with ash
glazing technique.

The Tai Yuan (urban people-Khon Mueang) group of artisans emphasized on simple,
uncomplicated forms practical for use. A key characteristic was the wavy rim design, influenced by
Western glassware and metalware in later periods. Their production process was mostly treated
with low-heat (pottery), resulting in a bright orange and brittle clay body due to limitations in
high-temperature compared to works by Tai Yai group. With this difference in craftsmanship, Tai
Yai pottery vases were regarded as high-class Buddhist art and served as indicators of the origins
of this craft in Lanna. Currently, only one production site that is remaining is Ban Mueang Kung,
Hang Dong District, Chiang Mai Province, where the craft could be revived.

This study selected 40 prototype pieces to create a crucial database for revitalizing the

unique identity of Lanna pottery which are regarded as a valuable handicraft and a historical



heritage signifying the flourishing of Lanna civilization, it serves as a foundation for revival and

further development of cultural innovations to create sustainable economic value.

Keywords: Flower Vases, Pottery, Local Wisdoms and Craftsmanship
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